
 

University Libraries 
Adding E-Journal Article & Database Links in BlackBoard 8 

This handout will show you a way to link to online articles and 
databases provided by WSU Libraries in Blackboard.  By using the 
proxy URL you will allow your students to login only once with their 
myWSUid and password to access the online article or database 
from within Blackboard.   
 
 
The following is one example of where to add links in Blackboard, 
there are other areas.  Once you have logged into Blackboard and 
have chosen the course you would like to add the external link to, 
choose Control Panel found on „Tools‟ menu.   
 
Choose the page you wish to update from the “Content Area.”   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click on the  button.   Again, you could also add it to 
the Assignments, Course Documents, etc.  Fill in the appropriate 
information.  Name and URL are required but the rest is optional. 
 
 
 

External Link 
Information 

Name Enter the name of the article, database, 
or another title that will identify the 
external link 
 

 URL Enter the URL to access the external 
link, remember to add the proxy server 
information (see more information below) 

 
 Text Add a description of what the external 

link is.  If this is an article, this would be 
a great place for the citation. 

   

 Content 
Attach local file Files can be attached to the external 

link such as a PDF document with 
questions or instructions pertaining to 
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the linked item. 
 

 Name of link to file Name the attached file link 
 

 Special action Create a link to this file, display media 
file within the page, or unpackage the 
file.  (for more information contact the Media 

Resource Center) 
   

 Options 
Make the content 
available 

Do you want to make the content 
available? 
 

 Open in new 
window 

Do you want the content to open in a 
new window? 
 

 Track number of 
views 

Do you want to know how many times 
the content was viewed? 
 

 Choose date and 
time restrictions 

When do you want the content to be 
available? 

   

 Submit 
 Click on submit to add the external link 

or cancel if you have changed your 
mind. 

 
 

URL information 
 
The URL will include two parts.  It will always begin with the proxy server URL, which 
will be followed by the URL for the specific item:  Proxy Server URL=Item URL 
 

http://proxy.wichita.edu/login?auth=blackboardprod&url=http://www.jstor.org/stable/3526273 

 
The key to making the one-time login work is the proxy server URL.  This URL must be 
added to all IP restricted resources.  If you are not sure whether or not the item you are 
linking to is IP restricted you can do one of two things; try the URL from home without 
the proxy server URL and if it works then the content is not IP restricted or you can call 
your Subject Librarian. 
 
The proxy server URL that needs to be added is: 

http://proxy.wichita.edu/login?auth=blackboardprod&url= 
 
The item URL is then added after the equal sign (=).   The item URL you are looking for 
is a permanent URL.  This can be labeled as a stable URL, a durable URL, a persistent 
URL, etc.  If you are linking to a database, please contact your Subject Librarian for the 
URL.   
 

http://proxy.wichita.edu/login?auth=blackboardprod&url
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Most, if not all, of the articles will have a link to their permanent URL.  You may have to 
scan the page to find this information.  The way the URL is displayed varies as well.  
The following will give you a few examples of the types found.  If you have any 
questions about which URL to use, contact your Subject Librarian. 
 
Hovering over the item URL and right clicking to copy and then paste is not a good 
practice for linking to articles.  Often times these links are dynamic and will not return 
you to the desired article later.  Always use the permanent URL as your link. 
 

Persistent URL Example 
 
H.W. Wilson provides a persistent URL to their articles.  Each article will list the 
persistent URLs that are available for that article at the bottom of the page.  I have 
chosen to add the following article to Blackboard.  This particular article has a persistent 
URL to the HTML version and the PDF version of the article.  I have chosen to link to 
the PDF version.  
 

 
 
Click on the preferred link type and a screen with the persistent URL appears: 
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At this point, just copy and paste the URL into Blackboard (after the =) 
 

Resulting URL 
http://proxy.wichita.edu/login?auth=blackboardprod&url=http://vnweb.hwwilsonweb.c
om/hww/jumpstart.jhtml?recid=0bc05f7a67b1790eaf2c7ea9730eb982771e7f405374
9efcfc577543cdb0881a35c8bdeb98b27a8d&fmt=P 

 
 

Stable URL Example 
 
JSTOR offers a stable URL.  JSTOR lists the stable URL just below the article title on 
the Table of Contents.   
 
If I want to create an external link in Blackboard to this article: 
 

 
 
I would simply copy and paste the stable URL into Blackboard with the proxy server 
URL preceding.  Be sure you are using the article level URL not the journal URL. 

 
Resulting URL 
http://proxy.wichita.edu/login?auth=blackboardprod&url=http://www.jstor.org/stable/3
526273 

 
 

Durable URL Example 
 
Proquest calls theirs a durable URL.  Their link is located at the top of the article 
in the menu bar just below “Document View” and is labeled „Copy link.‟ 
 

Journal level 
URL 

Article level 
URL 

http://proxy.wichita.edu/login?auth=blackboardprod&url=http://vnweb.hwwilsonweb.com/hww/jumpstart.jhtml?recid=0bc05f7a67b1790eaf2c7ea9730eb982771e7f4053749efcfc577543cdb0881a35c8bdeb98b27a8d&fmt=P
http://proxy.wichita.edu/login?auth=blackboardprod&url=http://vnweb.hwwilsonweb.com/hww/jumpstart.jhtml?recid=0bc05f7a67b1790eaf2c7ea9730eb982771e7f4053749efcfc577543cdb0881a35c8bdeb98b27a8d&fmt=P
http://proxy.wichita.edu/login?auth=blackboardprod&url=http://vnweb.hwwilsonweb.com/hww/jumpstart.jhtml?recid=0bc05f7a67b1790eaf2c7ea9730eb982771e7f4053749efcfc577543cdb0881a35c8bdeb98b27a8d&fmt=P
http://proxy.wichita.edu/login?auth=blackboardprod&url=http://www.jstor.org/stable/3526273
http://proxy.wichita.edu/login?auth=blackboardprod&url=http://www.jstor.org/stable/3526273
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To link to this article, click on „Copy link‟ and a pop-up box appears with instructions to 
copy and paste the URL 
 

 
 
 
Again, remember to add the proxy server URL before the durable URL. 
 

Resulting URL 
http://proxy.wichita.edu/login?auth=blackboardprod&url=http://proquest.umi.com/pqd
web?did=1527721631&sid=1&Fmt=3&clientId=328&RQT=309&VName=PQD 

 
 

Where to Find Help 
 
This handout is available on the library‟s website at: 
http://library.wichita.edu/techserv/ElectronicResources/PDFS/ExternalLinkInst_BB8.pdf 
Library Home Faculty Services Electronic Resource Tools Instructional Guides  Blackboard 

 
The online tutorial is available from the Media Resource Website: 
http://webs.wichita.edu/?u=mrcweb2&p=/elearning/Blackboard/ 
and then scroll down to the Instructor Tutorials section 

http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?did=1527721631&sid=1&Fmt=3&clientId=328&RQT=309&VName=PQD
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?did=1527721631&sid=1&Fmt=3&clientId=328&RQT=309&VName=PQD
http://library.wichita.edu/techserv/ElectronicResources/PDFS/ExternalLinkInst_BB8.pdf
http://webs.wichita.edu/?u=mrcweb2&p=/elearning/Blackboard/

