
 

                                     Music Index 
 

Music index covers more than 640 international music-related publications from 1979 to the present.  All types of 
music are covered, popular, classical, world music, etc.  Found here are book reviews, recording reviews, 
première performance reviews and obituaries.   
 
Accessing MUSIC INDEX 
 
Access the Music Index through the WSU Libraries homepage at 
http://library.wichita.edu/.   
Click on Databases & Other Electronic Resources. 
 
 
 
 
Proceed to click on Subject Area List under Databases and 
Other Reference Sources on the Electronic Resources Page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A list of databases by subject area is provided on the following 
screen.  Click on the Fine Arts link near the top of the screen. 
 
Note:  Directions for Off-Campus Access are given at the top of 
each subject section.  Click on the highlighted, underlined Off-
Campus Access links for further directions. 
 
 
Choose the Music Index Online. 
 
 
 
 
 
There is also a print edition of the Music 
Index in the Ablah Library stacks that 
indexes items from  
1949 through 1996 under the call 
number:  ML 118 .M84  
 



Select the type of search, Basic or Expert, from the links on the Music Index homepage: 
 
BASIC SEARCH  

 
Allows searching without setting limits by Music Index’s advanced parameters.  
 
Search Tips 

• Use punctuation only when typing a phrase enclosed in quotation marks, for instance: “Les Nuits d’ete”. 
• Use inverted name order only when enclosing the name in quotation marks, such as “Tower, Joan”. 
• Use wildcards when the correct spelling is in doubt or to generate the multiple forms of a term. 

• Use ? to replace a single character 
• Use $ to replace multiple characters or as a truncation character 

 
 
Example:   ritornell? - yields results                      Prokofie$ yields results including Prokofiev and various  
containing: ritornella, ritornelle, ritornelli and      forms of the name such as Prokofieff, Prokofiev’s, 

ritornello       Prokofiew and Prokofiewowie  

   
•  A space between words will automatically be interpreted as AND.  Use AND to limit the number of 

search results. 
Example:  Berlioz AND brass - results in a search containing both Berlioz and brass 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



• Use NOT to eliminate a topic.  Do not use NOT as the first word in the text box. 
Example:  John Rutter NOT requiem - yields a listing of items focusing on subjects relating to John 
Rutter other than his Requiem. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Use OR to increase the number of search results.   

Example:  Ma Vlast OR Moldau - will generate a list of citations containing at least one of these two 
titles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• For further search tips click on the “Instructions & Help” link on the right side of the search box. 
 
EXPERT SEARCH 



Directions for a basic search also apply to the expert search, with extra options available through pull-down 
menus.  Expert searching allows limiting the search to areas of the citation, by document type, language, journal 
topic, chronological information, journal country and other special features.  
 
INDEX pull-down menu allows limiting the search terms to: full citation, subject, author, article title and journal 
name.  Enter an author’s last name and view results before narrowing the search with first name or initials.  Do 
not use punctuation when searching with initials.  Likewise, enter a word or several words from the journal title 
and view the results before narrowing the search.  If there is uncertainty about the journal title, use a 
WILDCARD symbol or the SOUNDS LIKE option for the WORD FORM OPTIONS pull-down menu. 
 
WORD FORM OPTIONS pull-down menu allows: the BOOLEAN option (recognizing the search operators 
AND, NOT, OR, etc.) and considers all forms of a search term; the SOUNDS LIKE option to be used when 
uncertain of spelling to check for alternative spellings (best used with single words); and the OFF option to be 
used to find only the exact spelling of a term rather than all variations. 
 
Expert searching also allows limiting the search to areas of the citation, by document type, language, journal 
topic, chronological information, journal country and other special features.  For further information use the 
HELP button in the lower left portion of the EXPERT SEARCH screen. 
 
The following is a sample record from an expert search performed in Music Index: 
 
                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noting the date of issue and volume number, search journal title in the WSU online catalog to determine whether 
or not the item is held at Wichita State University.  Please see the Reference Desk for assistance. 
 
 
           R. Crane   Rev. 8/28/2001   
 

Click on “GO” for full citation. 

Bibliographic 
information 

Latest search 
terms (warning, 
label?, lyric?) and 
limits are 
presented on the 
computer screen 
in color 


