
 

 

 
Compendex— is an interdisciplinary engineering database referencing 5,000 engineering journals and 
conference materials dating from 1969.  

INSPEC—is produced by IET, Institution of Engineering and Technology, (formerly IEE, Institution of Electrical 
Engineers), and indexes journal articles, conference papers, technical reports, books/book chapters, product 
reviews, and dissertations in physics (including applied physics), electrical engineering, electronics, 
communications, control engineering, computer science, and information technology from 1969 to the present. 

Accessing EV2—both Compendex and INSPEC are available through Ei’s Engineering Village 2 (EV2). They 
may be accessed either on campus or remotely from the list of Databases on the Library’s homepage 
http://library.wichita.edu/. Select Electronic Databases for a full listing of the Library’s databases by subject or title. 
When prompted, enter your myWSU ID and Password.  

Quick Search—is designed for basic search results on broad topics.  For more search options and greater 
flexibility in creating search statements use the Expert Search. Compendex and INSPEC may be searched separately or 
simultaneously from any of these searches.  

Enter search terms or phrases in the textbox 
marked Search For.  

In Quick Search, terms are automatically 
stemmed.  This feature can be disabled by clicking 
in the box Autostemming Off.  

Example: typing manager retrieves records with the 
same stem: manage, management, managerial, 
managers, etc.  

Truncation—Use an asterisk “*” to locate terms with 
alternate endings.  

Example: typing manager* retrieves managers and 
managerial, but NOT management.  

When doing a keyword or subject search leave the Search In: menu at the default setting of All Fields. Other options 
include Author and Serial Title. Hint: For greater accuracy when doing an author or serial title search use Controlled 
Term Index (See instructions below). 
 

 Boolean Operators—Use the pull-down menus at the left of the screen to select an operator. And, or, not may 
be used to connect words and phrases.  

 
 Limit Search—by selecting a document type, language or date range from the pull-down menus under Limit 

By.   



 Sort Results By—allows you to choose between relevance ranking, or by publication date which will sort 
results in descending date order with the items most recently added to the database being at the top.  

 
 Click on the Search button or hit the return key when all of your search criteria have been entered.  

 
 

Expert Search—allows for more precise searching by allowing the user greater flexibility in creating search 
strings. 

Truncation—There are two options for 
truncating terms:  

1. Use the asterisk * as a wildcard at the end of   
a word to search for all variant endings.  

Example: optic*--results include optic, 
   optics, optical, etc. 

2. Autostemming is available just as in the   
Quick Search.  

Type in Boolean operators (and, or, not). Use ( ) to 
nest  terms just as you would in constructing a math 
formula. 

Example: (composite* or polymer*) and  
fracture—Results will include articles that  
discuss composites, polymers, or composites  
and polymers. All records will include the term  
fracture.   

 Proximity operators—Use near between terms to indicate that the two terms need to be located close to 
each other in the record.  

Example: Fiber near composites—Results will include items in which the terms fiber and composites 
will only be separated by a few words, which in most cases will indicate a  relationship between the 
two terms (i.e., fiber reinforced composites).  

 Fielded Search—Search for terms/phrases in a specific field by using WN (within) as an operator with one of 
the fields listed on the bottom of the screen.  Hint: When attempting to narrow large result sets, searching for at 
least one of the key terms in the title field can sometimes be useful (Example: jit WN TI—results will include 
only those with JIT in the title of the article).  

 Indexes— a variety of indexes are available in each database and are available on the right side of the screen. 
See the instructions under Index of Terms below for using these indexes.  

 Search From—Select the range of years to search from the pull-down menus.  EV2 allows searching 
the entire range of years at one time. 

 Sort Results By—Selecting Relevance will display the results that most accurately match the selected search 
criteria at the top of the list.  Selecting Publication date will display the most current items at the top of the list.  

 



Thesaurus Search— 
The thesauri are guides to the controlled vocabulary used in indexing articles for Compendex and INSPEC. Indexers 
choose terms from the controlled vocabulary to describe the article they are indexing. The controlled vocabulary is used 
to standardize the way the articles are indexed. The thesauri are hierarchical in nature. Terms are organized by broader, 
narrower or related concepts.  

 

 After searching for a term the results 
screen will display Related Terms and 
Narrower Terms that may be selected to 
search.  

 These terms can then be combined in the 
Search Box using either And or OR.  

 Each term may be searched in the 
Thesaurus by clicking on the actual 
word/phrase.  

 Clicking on the “I” will give the scope note 
for the entry. 

 
 

 
 
Selecting Results- 

 Individual results may be 
selected by clicking in the 
box to he left of the record. 

 
 These selected records 

may be Printed, e-mailed, 
saved to a folder, or 
downloaded.  

 
 Results may be narrowed 

by using the Refine Results 
frame to the right. Different 
fields will be displayed with 
the number of “hits” for that 
term within this results list.  

 
Example: Nakamura, K. has 
written 9 of the articles in these 
results. By selecting that name 
and clicking on “include” our 
results will include only those 9 
articles authored by Nakamura 
that include the two terms that 
were used in our search. 



 
 Viewing the Abstract gives more detail about the article and will allow you to link to the WSU Libraries 

Online Catalog. 
 
 
 
Locating Documents- 
 
 

 Journal Articles-Tools for locating 
documents are available only from the 
abstract or detailed record. To find out if 
the Library subscribes to a journal click 
on Wichita State University under Full 
Text Options and Local Holdings 
Links. A new window will open with the 
search results from the Online Catalog. 
If the message “Your search resulted in 
no hits…” appears in green, the library 
has never subscribed to the journal. If 
the library subscribes to the journal the 
full record for the journal will be 
displayed as seen below. Be sure to 
check that the library has the volume 
you need. Issues listed under “Recent 
Issues” will be located on the first floor 
in the current periodicals area. Issues 
listed under “Volumes Held” will be 

 bound and located on the floor 
corresponding to the call number.  

 
Example:  The title listed to the left has a 
call number beginning with H. It will be 
located on the third floor (A-LC). 

 
 Conference Proceedings- To find out if 

the Library has a conference proceeding 
do a title search in the Online Catalog 
using the name of the conference (often 
begins with “proceedings of…”). You 
can also do a Keyword Search using 
two or three terms from the conference 
title, acronym for conference title, or the 
sponsoring organization.  

 
Example:  IEEE and “computational 
complexity” 

 
 

Items not available in the library may be requested through Interlibrary Loan’s ILLiad service available at 
http://library.wichita.edu/ill
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