
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What it is. 

WilsonWeb is a collection of databases, most providing at least some full text, in a variety of areas. 
Individually, these databases include  
 

• Applied Science Full 
Text 

• Art Full Text • Art Retrospective 
(citations only) 

• Biographies Plus 
Illustrated 

• Business Full Text • Education Full Text • General Science Full 
Text 

• Humanities Full Text 

• Library Literature & 
Information Science 
Full Text 

• OmniFile Full Text 
Mega 

• Readers' Guide Full Text • Social Sciences Full 
Text 

The dates of coverage vary with the particular database, but most begin indexing somewhere between 
1982 and 1984, with full text beginning between 1994 and 1997.  Note, though, that none of WilsonWeb 
databases offer complete full text.  You might still need to find an article in a print source or request an 
Interlibrary Loan. 
 
More about it. 

WilsonWeb can be found on the library’s Electronic Databases page 
(http://library.wichita.edu/colldev/electrondatabase.htm). You may have to scroll down to find it. 
 

 
 

WilsonWeb 
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Now you’re in WilsonWeb’s Advanced Search mode, and you can check off as many of the specialized 
databases as you find appropriate.  Alternatively, you can select OmniFile Full Text Mega, which will 
search the Education, General Science, Humanities, Readers' Guide, Social Sciences, and Business full 
text databases all at once.  OmniFile will also search Applied Science, Art Full Text, and Library 
Literature, but will only pick up results for those journals to which they have full rights.  To be on the 
safe side, select any of these three options in addition to OmniFile.  Another thing to note is that Art 
Retrospective and Biographies Plus Illustrated are not included in OmniFile’s searching at all.   
 
Check any of the databases and click Database Descriptions to get a more complete description of what 
that database covers.  For example, here is the description for Art Retrospective: 
 

 
 
 
Also note the Tutorial tab.  Clicking on it will bring you to a page offering tutorials for a variety of types 
of databases.  People who aren’t librarians or professional researchers may not know what these various 
types of databases are, but don’t worry.  Here’s the breakdown for the types we have: 
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Let’s go back to the Advanced Search page.  Take a look at how the search options change from one 
database to another, as appropriate: 
 

Humanities Full Text lets you search by author, subject, books reviewed, and other factors. 
 

 
 

Art Index Full 
Text and Art 
Retrospective 

Includes 
Biographies 
Plus Illustrated 
 

Any database 
with “Full 
Text” in its 
name 
 

OmniFile 
Full Text 
Mega 
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Business Full Text adds NAICS and SIC Codes to the search options. 
  

 
 
 

Biographies Plus Illustrated changes the search page and allows for searching by birth date, 
gender, ethnicity, and profession, among other things. 

 

 
 

 
With the full text databases, whichever you use, searching principles will be the same:  you can use the 
Boolean operators AND/OR/NOT in the pulldown menus to the left of the second and third “Find” fields; 
you can limit your results to full text, page image, or peer reviewed; you can expand your search to look 
within the full text of articles.  You will also have the same blue buttons on the top. 
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What are those blue buttons on the top, anyway? 
 
Basic Search removes limiters, expanders, and all but one search box.  Fine for a simple, single concept, 
e.g., “polar bear cubs.” 

Browse brings up an alphabetical list containing your search term(s), if the term(s) are recognized subject 
headings.  Good for when you aren’t sure of a spelling, or are looking for ways to narrow down a topic. 

Search History keeps track of every search you do during a session, so you can easily revise or combine 
searches. 

The Thesaurus can be a very helpful tool when you have a basic idea but want to narrow it down, or 
when the search terms you’re using aren’t getting the results you want.  It provides terms that are broader, 
narrower, or related to your search. 

Print/Email/Save gives you options for printing, emailing, and saving your results.  Go figure! You can 
also export citations in a variety of styles (MLA, APA, etc.) to create a bibliography. 

Exporting/Citing takes you to the exact same place as Print/Email/Save.  Presumably 
Print/Email/Save/Exporting/Citing is too long to fit on one button. 

 

More good stuff. 

My WilsonWeb is great if you’re working on a big project such as a thesis, dissertation, or book. You 
can sign on to be notified by e-mail for up to a year when anything new is available on your topic.  To use 
this feature, first perform your search.   
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Here is a search for dickens and women as keywords.  Click on the Create Alert  link. 

 

A window will pop up where you’ll be able to set up a free account or login.  Create Alert will also 
allow you to save searches from one session to the next.  No need to duplicate work you’ve already done 
just because you have to run off to class! 

One last thing to note.  If you didn’t find quite what you wanted in your search, try the Content 
Discovery Keys to find related subjects or to narrow your results. 

 

Now you can take advantage of the features that WilsonWeb offers.  As always, if you need more help 
come to the Reference Desk in Ablah Library and ask a librarian for assistance.  Or, find out how to 
e-mail, phone, or chat with us, and get more information at http://library.wichita.edu/wuknows.  We’re 
here to help! 
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