Wichita State University Libraries

Philosopher’s Index

What it is.

The Philosopher’s Index is a database indexing scholarly articles from journals and proceedings as well
as books. It includes material published from 1940 to the present and primarily covers these areas of
philosophy: Aesthetics, Axiology, Epistemology, Ethics, Logic, Metaphilosophy, Metaphysics,
Philosophical Anthropology, Philosophy of Education, Philosophy of History, Philosophy of Language,
Philosophy of Religion, Philosophy of Science, Political Philosophy, and Social Philosophy. While this
is not a full-text database, you may be able to link to full text if the library subscribes to the electronic
version of the journal you need. Where electronic full text is not available, you can check the WSU
Libraries Catalog or request an Interlibrary Loan.

How to use it.

Access the Philosopher’s Index from the Wichita State University Libraries homepage
(http://library.wichita.edu ). Click the link to Electronic Databases, then click By Title. Then find and
click on Philosopher’s Index. You will be routed to CSA Illumina, with the Philosopher’s Index as the
selected database. By default you will be in Quick Search mode. For more options, click on the
Advanced Search tab.
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As you can see, the Boolean (and/or/not) operators in CSA Illumina work both vertically and
horizontally. Use the ORs in the rows to search related terms. Use the ANDs in the first column to
include terms in your search, or switch them to NOT to exclude terms. You can also change the
operator to OR to broaden your search. The pull-down menu at the end of each row can be used to limit
the search to a particular type.

There are 26 ways to search each row, and you have the option of adding rows. Remember, though, that
sometimes using too many search terms will produce overly-narrow results — or no results at all. The
five most common searches, Anywhere, Keyword, Author, Title, and Descriptors (subjects) are listed
first. Scroll down to review all of the various options.
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Searching is not case sensitive. If you enter multiple words into one search box and place quotation
marks around them (e.g., “Hegelian theory”) they will be searched as a phrase. Use the asterisk (*) for
truncation, that is, to search various forms of a word: marx* will find Marx, marxism, marxist, etc. The
asterisk is also used within words to find variant spellings or irregular word forms: behavi*r, wom*n.
For more searching tips, click the Help & Support link.



Here’s an example of a search that uses Boolean operators:

WA REY RIS | STl Sy | T

Add Row | Remove Row

{ |atheis® or |agnostic* or 3| Anywhere ~
and v |( ethic* ar or 1 Amywhere bt
and ¥ |{ or or 1 Anywheara bt

Search Tips: e.g., wildcar®, exact phrase; use Keywords for a single search of Title, Abstract, Descriptors

Now Selected: @ FPhilosopher's Index

Change: — Subject Ares— % | or Specific Databases

b | Results per page’

Search
Tools:

Combine Searches | Alerts | History | Command Search | Thesaurus | Indexes

In this search, all variations of the words atheist/m or agnostic will be searched, and at least one of these
terms will appear somewhere in the results. In addition, any variation of ethic will appear in each result.
Note also that this search is limited to articles, books, or chapters written in English. If you want results
published only recently, or during a certain set of years, you can change the Date Range.
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At the time of this writing, the search above yielded 143 results, or records. Note the breakdown of the
results: 88 journal articles, of which 67 are peer-reviewed; 47 books; and 8 chapters or essays. Selecting
any of those tabs will show only results of that type.

Let’s take a closer look at a record.
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Where the terms we searched for appear they are highlighted, in this case, in the abstract and in the
Descriptors. If one of the Descriptors seems more appropriate for your search, click on it. It will
perform a new search which you can then combine with your current search (more on that later).

There are two new features in the Philosopher’s Index: 360 Link to Full Text and Discovery Links.
Discovery Links are meant to link to related content such as Images or Definitions. As of now, there
seems to be very little content being linked to.

360 Link to Full Text will bring you directly to an article if the library subscribes to the specific year
and issue of that journal electronically. Where this is not the case, the 360 Link page has options to
help you search the WSU catalog or request the item from Interlibrary Loan.

Now, suppose you want to narrow your search to find information on atheism or agnosticism and
applied ethics. As mentioned above, click on the “Applied Ethics” Descriptor. This performs a search
for applied ethics, but not the terms from your original search. To get what you need you must combine
searches. Scroll down to the bottom of the search results page to find the Combine Searches link, or
select the Search Tools tab at the top of the page (where you will find the Combine Searches link).

Combining produces a history of any searches you have done during the session:
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Exactly one. This would seem to indicate one of two possibilities: either your topic is too narrow and
you need to rework it, or you’ve discovered an opportunity to conduct original research!

Also, why doesn’t the record above show our search terms atheis* or agnostic*? Click on the title of the
article to see the full abstract.

Abstract MNeither traditional philosophy nar current applied etfics seem able to cope adeguately with the highly dynamic character of our modern
technological culture. This is because they have insufficient insight inta the moaral significance oftechnological arifacts and systems. Here,
much can be learned from recent science and technology studies {(STS). They have opened up the black box of technological developments
and have revealed the intimate intertwinement of technology and society in minute detail. However, while applied et =
cettain "technology blindness " the most influential approaches within STS show a "normative deficit' and display 3 aqnosuc ojeven
antagonistic attitude toward etfiics. To repair the hlind spots of hoth applied etfics and STS, the authors sketch the ™
approach. They will explore the tasks and tools of a pragmatist ethics and pay special attention to the explaration of future worlds disclozed
and shaped hy technology and the management of deep value conflicts inherent to a pluralist society.

There it is. Now you can decide whether or not this is an article you’d like to read.

What if | can’t think of search terms?

You can try searching a fairly broad term and see if any of the Descriptors can help you find the
appropriate search term. The Reference Librarians can help, too.

The Philosopher’s Index is a sophisticated database, and there are other features, such as alerts and
saving searches, that are not discussed in this handout. If you would like to know more about them, read
the Help & Support documentation or ask a Reference Librarian. You can reach us by phone
(978-3584); by chat (Yahoo IM ID: wu_knows; MSN Messenger ID: wu_knows@hotmail.com; AOL
IM ID: wuknows2); by e-mail via the Web (http://library.wichita.edu/cybrarian.html); or in person at the
Reference Desk. We are always happy to help!

Created 8/7/07 by Liorah Golomb, Humanities Librarian, Wichita State University
liorah.golomb@wichita.edu — (316) 978-5077
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