Wichita State University Libraries

Newsbank: Access World News

Overview

NewsBank® has several products, all available from the main Newsbank page. This library guide will help researchers
navigate Access World News. Coverage includes full-text Kansas, national, and international newspapers and news
magazines, as well as Stateline.org and Slate, two web-only American news sources.

Access

Wichita State University Library databases are all available through the Electronic Databases link on the library
homepage at http://www.library.wichita.edu/. Under “Links to All Databases” click on the “By Title” link and locate
Newsbank alphabetically on this page. Access to NewsBank is available off-campus for current students and faculty.
For more help locating and using library resources, contact the Reference Desk by phone at (316) 978-3584 or instant
message at wu_knows (yahoo), wuknows2 (AOL), or wu_knows@hotmail.com.
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Figure 2 is the search window when clicking on the text “Access World News” or
“The World” from the screen shown in figure 1. Note there are three search
boxes by default, but three more may be added if necessary. This will search all available newspapers.

Search Window
The default search is an “All Text” search. This means the terms typed in the search window may appear anywhere in
an article. However, searches may be limited to specific sections of an article or a newspaper, which may be helpful.

Here is an explanation of the different choices (also see fig.3): _ _
. . . Fig. 3 Search choices |4 «
e All Text — entire contents and headline of the article - The World 4
e Lead/First Paragraph - first paragraph of the article i [MiTex b
e Headline - article headline ) e
e Author/Byline - person who wrote the article 3| LeadfFirstParagraph
. . . . . 3 Headline
e Section - name of the newspaper section in which the article appeared, such as { | Author/Byline
Sports, Entertainment, Local News, etc. geclti_ﬂ"
I’ apton
e Caption - text that accompanied photos or illustrations that ran with the article in the Page
published paper ﬁfé'r’;?;oum ¥
e Page - page the article appeared in the newspaper, such as Al, C12, G30, etc. o Dote . jd'
kgl T et g gl

e Source - name of the source that published the article, such as Wichita Eagle or The
Kansas City Star
e  Word Count - number of words in the article (a drop-down menu will appear with this option)
e Date - date of publication (a drop-down menu will appear with this option, although custom dates may be entered)
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Advanced Searching Techniques

Fig. 4 Boolean Operators

Boolean Operators limit or expand the search. Access World News helps the search with a
drop down menu in the search window. More information about using Boolean Operators is
available in the University Libraries handout “Keyword Search Using Boolean Logic” found at
http://library.wichita.edu/reference/libraryinstruction/evalresguides.html.
¢ AND specifies that both terms must be found in the article
For example, “bald eagles” and “Wichita Kansas”
e OR specifies that one term or the other must be found in the article
For example, Tylenol OR acetaminophen
e NOT specifies that the first term but not the second must be found in the article
For example, “Harry Potter and the deathly hallows” NOT “movie review”

The Wai

|,q|| Text '

Although Newsbank does not recognize common endings (“bald eagle” and “bald eagles” returns the same number
of results) it is possible to use the question mark (?) for single character wildcarding and the asterisk (*) for multiple
character wildcarding. Here are examples from the Help Page on Access World News:

e wom?n will search for items containing woman or women

e g??se will search for items containing goose or geese
e environment* will search for items containing environment, environments, environmental, environmentalist, etc.
e Petr*us will find all the items containing Petraeus or Petraus -- a great help for searching despite variations in spelling.

Proximity operator ADJ will find articles where search terms appear within x words of each other and in the same
order. This is helpful when searching for proper names, which are often compromised by the appearance of middle
names. For instance, Hillary ADJ2 Clinton will return results for Hillary Clinton, Hillary Rodham Clinton, and Hillary
R. Clinton.

Proximity operator NEAR will find articles where search term appear within x words of each other and in any order.
This is helpful when searching for a subject in relation to another subject. For instance, Petraeus NEAR15 report
will return results for General Petraus' report before Congress because the terms “Petraeus” and “report” will
appear within 15 words of each other.

Other Search Features
Below the search window, there are three tabs that may be use to change the location of the news sources (figure 5),
change the types of sources to search (figure 6), and select a specific news title (figure 7).
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Note that magazines are not available, unless the researcher makes this selection.




Sample Search

Searching for eagle sightings in Wichita is problematic because the text “The Eagle” appears in the text of many
articles that refer to The Wichita Eagle newspaper. To avoid irrelevant articles, follow these tips.

Put quotation marks around phrases to force Newsbank to keep the words together as a phrase in the search. Note
the difference between figures 8 and 9 and figures 10 and 11. The search bald eagles and Wichita Kansas came
back with 447 articles. The search “bald eagles” and Wichita Kansas came back with 140 articles on July 14, 2008.
These items all have the phrase bald eagles, and not the words bald and eagles separately in the article.

Fig. 8 bald eagles and wichita kansas | | Fig. 9 Results of 447
The World 95 sources f Search Results for bald eagles in All Text and wichita kansas in All Text
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Another tip is to limit the search to the lead paragraph as in figure 12. Fig. 12 “bald eagles” in lead/first paragraph
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Other Newsbank Features
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Fig. 14 Other NewsBank Features
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Article Features

Many of the same features are available when viewing the article. The researcher may look at his/her search history or
saved articles, the search may be edited or re-started, a check box is available to choose this article to be saved, the
article may be e-mailed or printed, and the bibliography (export) feature will show the correct citation.
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BALD EAGLES ROOSTING AT MARION RESERVOIR
Wichita Eagle, The (KS) - March 17, 2008

Back To Results

MARION - On the back roads of Marion County, you'll find them - about 30 or 40 roost in the trees along Marion Resemvoir.
They appear as black forms in the distance, but avid bird watcher Terrill Bruton can spot one from just about anywhere.

They're eagles - bald eagles that found haven around the Kansas lake this winter. And they soon will wing their way back north when the weather
begins to warm.

On this morning, Bruton of Galva spots around 30 on a trip around the lake. A week earlier, on one of his Saturday morning drives around the lake with
his wife, Sandy, the couple spotted 38

"That's got to be one of the prettiest birds there is."” Bruton says, watching through his binoculars at a group of a dozen or so bald eagles in the trees at
Marion's causeway bridge.
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They also congregate in the trees at Hillsboro Campground and north of the dam around the Marion boat ramp, he said.

- Associated Press
Memo: Mews in Brief
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Other Information
This is a short list of locally popular newspapers and corresponding dates available through Newsbank:

Daily Mirror/Sunday Mirror London 02/01/2000-Current

Houston Chronicle Texas 01/01/1985-Current
Kansas City Star, The Missouri 01/01/1991-Current
Sun, The London 01/01/1996-Current
Standard, The Hong Kong 12/24/2002-Current
Topeka Capital-Journal Kansas 10/01/2001-Current

Washington Times
Wichita Eagle

Washington DC 01/01/1990-Current
Kansas 10/01/1984-Current

The Wichita Eagle daily and Sunday issues are available in hardcopy and on microfilm at Ablah Library beginning with
April 1872. Topeka Capital Journal, The Kansas City Star, and other current newspaper issues are also located in
Ablah Library.

Angela Paul 2008-09 Wichita State University Libraries
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