Wichita State University Libraries

What is ComDisDome?

CombDisDome is an index to over 800 books, 125 journals, 5,000 dissertations, and hundreds of web
resources in the fields of audiology and speech-language pathology.

Accessing ComDisDome

ComDisDome

Quick Guide for Users

CombDisDome is available from both on-campus and off-campus computers. To use ComDisDome

from off-campus, you must have an Internet connection and be a currently enrolled WSU student.

1) Go to the Library’s homepage at http://library.wichita.edu
2) Click on Electronic Databases
3) Click on By Title

4)
5)

Scroll down the alphabetical list of available databases, and click on ComDisDome

If you are using an off-campus computer, you will be asked to enter your myWSU ID and
Password before accessing the database. On-campus users will go directly into the

database.

Using ComDisDome

e At the Welcome screen, click on Search
o Type your search term(s) in either search box, and then click on the Search button
e Search using words, phrases, author names, academic institution names, or ISBN

numbers

e To search an exact phrase, enclose the phrase in quotation marks — “cochlear implant”

o Use Boolean operators and, or and not for more precise searching—

“hearing impairment” and children

Below is an example of the Search Results screen:
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Using the Detailed Articles Result Screen

The Articles result screen is displayed after each search. Click on the title of an article for more
detailed information. To determine if this article is available in the WSU Library, go to the online
catalog at http://libcat.wichita.edu, and enter a Journal Title search on the name of the journal --
journal of speech language and hearing research (no capitalization or punctuation required). If it
is not available, the Library’s Interlibrary Loan service may be able to acquire a copy of the article for
you from another library. Go to http://library.wichita.edu/ill to submit your request electronically.
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Using the Detailed Books Result Screen

Click on the Books tab, and then on the title of a book for more detailed information. To determine if
a book is available in the WSU Library, go to the Library’s catalog at http://libcat.wichita.edu, and
enter a search on either the title or the first listed author’s name. If the book is not available, the
Library’s Interlibrary Loan service may be able to borrow the book for you from another library. Go to
http://library.wichita.edu/ill to submit your request electronically.
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Using the Detailed Dissertations Result Screen

Click on the Dissertations tab, and then on the title of a dissertation. To determine if this dissertation
is available in the WSU Library, go to the Library’s catalog at http://libcat.wichita.edu, and enter an
author or title search. The Library typically only maintains copies of dissertations written at WSU, so
if the one you need is not listed in the catalog, go to the Interlibrary Loan service at

http://library.wichita.edul/ill to submit your request electronically.
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Using the Web Resources Screen

summary

Click on the Web Resources tab, and then select a link to click on. You may group your results by
Web Site (collects all the pages from the same website that include your search term), or by None

(lists separately every single page that includes your term).
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Using the Advanced Search
Click on the Advanced Search link under the search box on the opening search screen.
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Enter search terms in the boxes. Terms entered in more than one box are searched as though they
are combined with the Boolean operator AND. In the Search By boxes, you may choose to search
the terms by appearance in the text, title, author name, ISBN or ISSN number. In the boxes
labeled All Terms, you may choose to search so that either all of the terms, any one of the terms, or
the exact phrase must be present. Please note that you can also search for items published
between certain dates, and that you can have your results displayed in order by relevance (keyword),
publication date (newest first), or alphabetically by author.
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Online Tutorial Available

For more detailed information about using other features of ComDisDome, including the Save &
Share and Resources views, you may wish to watch the free online tutorial which is provided. A link
to the tutorial is available on the upper right hand corner of the Welcome screen, and through the
Help link on subsequent pages.

Locating Materials in the WSU Library

For more detailed information about searching the Library’s catalog for items listed in ComDisDome,
see the guide entitled WSU Libraries Online Catalog, which is available at the Reference Desk on
the first floor of the Library, or on the web at: http://library.wichita.edu/reference/images/PDF/online%20
catalog.pdf You must have the Adobe Acrobat Reader on your computer to read this file. Download it
for free at http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html

Prepared by: Janet Dagenais Brown Revised 9/06
Education & Social Sciences Librarian
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