
                                     ABI/INFORM
 
ABI/INFORM is a business centered electronic database.    From newspaper articles in 
publications such as the Wall Street Journal to scholarly articles, ABI/INFORM offers a 
variety of business information on almost any topic.  You can find the latest commentary 
on a hot new ad campaign, locate scholarly articles on market research, and get regional 
business information from local business publications across the country.  Chances are, if 
it relates to business, you can find it in ABI/INFORM.  ABI/INFORM offers abstracts 
and many full-text articles.  Many of the full-text articles tend to be more recent (1990s to 
present) but this varies from publication to publication.  ABI/INFORM can be accessed 
by going to http://library.wichita.edu/ and selecting “Electronic Databases”.  Then select 
“By Subject” and click on “Business and Economics”. 
 
Basic Search: 
This allows the user to search everything in ABI/INFORM at WSU Libraries.  Simply 
enter words or phrases into the text box.  In the following example, accounting fraud has 
been searched with search limits set to full-text and scholarly journals.  One search tip is 
to truncate the search.  Adding an asterisk at the end of a word can simplify the search 
and expand results.  For example, searching econom* will include results with words 
such as economics and economical in addition to economy.  Searches can be limited to 
peer-reviewed publications which are typically authored by academic scholars. 
 

 
Check these boxes to 
limit search results 
to full-text and 
scholarly journals. 

Click here 
to search. 

Search 
Box 

http://library.wichita.edu/


 
Here the search results are displayed.  Note that full-text linking and other search options 
such as “Advanced” and “Publications” searches are available if you wish to refine your 
results even more. 
 
 

 

This article offers 
Text+Graphics and also 
PDF.  PDF is the closest 
thing to a print hardcopy 
like in the actual print 
journal.  Text is more like 
HTML.  Text is quicker to 
download but page numbers 
in PDF are easier to cite so 
PDF is the librarian’s pick.

Click here to 
look at abstract 
and full-text if 
available.

Advanced Search (see next page) 
gives you two extra text boxes to 
further refine the search.  
Publications allow you to select 
specific periodicals to search within 
or even browse articles. 

 
 

 

Print the abstract / 
article in HTML. 

This includes full citation info 
including: subjects, NAICS & 
other classification, publication 
title, date, volume, issue, and 
page number. 

Email the 
article to 
yourself or 
a friend. 

Click here to get 
a PDF copy of 
the article. 

This is the document’s 
abstract.  It is a brief 
summary of the journal 
article’s contents. 

The HTML full-text of 
the article is located 
under the abstract where 
available.



Article in HTML: 
 

 
 
Same article in PDF: 
 

 
 
It’s not hard to see why PDF format is often preferred over HTML. 
 
 
“Advanced Search” allows the user to further limit the search by searching within 
specific fields such as author or citation and abstract.  Three separate search fields are 
also available.  Note the “Add a row” feature for more search rows. 
 

 

Add a row 
feature 

 
Selecting “Publications” can limit the search to a specific publication.  The Wall Street 
Journal is a popular publication with many, many articles. 



 

 

You can search publications by 
typing the title in the text box and 
searching.  Publications can also be 
browsed by letter.  As shown here, 
“W” for Wall Street Journal.  

 
Searching within “Publications” is much like doing a basic search.  You can also browse 
specific issues as well. 
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