
                                     ProQuest Nursing
 
This database is designed to meet the needs of researchers at health-care facilities as well as students enrolled in nursing 
programs at academic institutions.  This database offers complete text and images from such journals as Nursing, Nursing 
Management, Nursing Economics, Nursing Forum, RN, Journal of Nursing Education, Nurse Practitioner, Nurse 
Researcher and Nursing Diagnosis.  All of the source publications are available in the ASCII full-text format.  Nearly all of 
them also offer articles in the full-image and Text+Graphics formats.  For several publications coverage from 1992 is 
available.  For some, full-image articles go back to 1988; Text+Graphics, to 1996.  Directions for using this database 
appear below.  Please come to the Reference Desk or phone 978-3584 if you need further assistance. 

 
Accessing ProQuest Nursing 

 
ProQuest Nursing is available to you both on and off campus.  To use the database off–campus, you must have an 
Internet connection and be a currently enrolled WSU student.  You will be prompted for your student id number and your 
PIN in order to access the database. 
 
Begin by accessing the WSU Libraries’ home page at http://library.wichita.edu.  Click on Electronic Databases. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Click on By Title to see an alphabetical 
List of the over 100 databases available, 
  OR 
Click on By Subject to see a list of 
The same databases arranged by 
broad subject area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Select Health Sciences from the list of the available databases arranged By Subject.  



When the list of health sciences databases appears, select ProQuest Nursing. 
 

 
 
You can accomplish the same results by using the Title listing of databases and selecting ProQuest Nursing. 
 

 
 

Once you click ProQuest Nursing, you will be taken to a screen where you have the option to either Begin Searching or 
to Browse Study Paths. Study Paths are available for both Practical Nursing and Registered Nursing; these paths 
enable you to browse documents that have been recommended by nurse educators on specific topics. You can browse 
study paths by clicking the topic that interests you. Instead of browsing Study Paths, you may also choose to Begin 
Searching. Clicking this option takes you straight into the database where you will enter terms relevant to your topic in the 
search box.    

 
Begin Searching 

 
Basic Search 
The default search screen is the Basic Search. On the Basic Search screen, enter the terms you want the computer to 
match. Combine terms using the AND, OR, and NOT connectors as needed. 
 
Type in your Keywords 
Type your search terms (keywords) into the box.  You may use single words (sleep), phrases (sleep deprivation), or 
combine keywords using boolean operators (sleep deprivation AND children). 
• Boolean Operators (and, or, not):  Use to link or combine keywords.  And finds records that have both your first 

and second keywords (stress and anger) and will narrow your search results.  Or finds records that contain either 
your first keyword or your second keyword, or both (stress or anger), and will broaden your search.  Not excludes 
the second keyword from your search (stress not anger). 

• Truncation:  Use the asterisk (*) as the truncation symbol to search for all words starting with the same root.  For 
example, behav* will find behave, behavior(s), behavioral, and behaviour(s).   

 
Limit (or Narrow) your Search Results (Optional) 
You may limit your search results by selecting:  Date range; Full text articles only; or Scholarly journals. 



 
Start the Search 
Click on the Search button to perform your search. 

 

 
 
Advanced Search 
Advanced Search allows you to search for words in a combination of different parts of the database.  For example you 
could look for both an author’s name and an article title at the same time.  

         

 
 
Smart Search 
Smart Search suggested topics offer another way to search.  These suggested topics appear above search results and 
are based on an analysis of your search terms.  If you click on these suggested topics, a new search will be run. 
 

 
 
Interpreting/Using your search results. 
The number of items or records that match your search request will be indicated on the upper left-hand side of the screen.  
To review your search results, simply scroll through the items listed on the lower part of the screen.  Each record contains 
a description of one publication – typically a journal article.  You may sort your search results by Most recent articles 
first or by Most relevant articles first by selecting from the drop down menu located at the top right-hand corner of the 

Select the search 
parameters  
 
For example, 
select Citation and 
Abstract to search 
only in the 
Citation and 
Abstract fields of 
the record or 
select Author to 
search only in the 
Author field 
 
Searching in the 
Citation and 
Abstract  is the 
default search 



results listing. Mark records by clicking in the box near each record’s number.  Display the marked records by clicking the 
marked items hyperlink. 
 

 
    
To view the full-text article simply select the Text+Graphics or the Page Image - PDF link. For results where the full-text 
of the item is not immediately available, click on the 360 Link to full-text to determine whether full-text is available 
through any of WSU’s other databases.    
 
Viewing the PDF Full-Text 
When you have opened a PDF from your results, you will see options for managing this item by using the links at top: 
Email, Copy Link, Cite This, and Mark Document. 
 

 
  
Additional Searching Techniques to Consider 
• After you have run a search and find an article that seems relevant, you may wish to view the item details and select 
Subjects with which to run a new search.  Subjects are terms that have been assigned to articles in the database to 
take the guesswork out of searching by using a single term to describe a concept. If the Subjects seem relevant, you 
can click the check boxes next to the Subjects and run a new search. 
• Refine Search: The Refine Search hyperlink appears to the right of the number of search results. You can click this 
at any time in order to immediately modify your search. 
• Publication Search shows you the listing of all journals that are indexed by ProQuest Nursing.  You can select a 
specific publication by title to search.  
• Recent Searches allows you to review your searches for the current session and combine them or redisplay them.   

 
Need more help? View the WSU ProQuest Nursing Search Wutorial: 
http://library.wichita.edu/health/pqnursing/pqnursing.htm 
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