
ComDisDome
Quick Guide for Users

 
What is ComDisDome? 
 
ComDisDome is an index to over 800 books, 125 journals, 5,000 dissertations, and hundreds of web 
resources covering the communications disorders literature, with focus on speech-language pathology 
and audiology. 
 
Accessing ComDisDome 
 
ComDisDome is available from both on-campus and off-campus computers.  To use ComDisDome from 
off-campus, you must have an Internet connection and be a currently enrolled WSU student. 
 

1)  Go to the Library’s homepage at http://library.wichita.edu 
2)  Click on Electronic Databases, Click on By Title, Scroll down the alphabetical list of  

available databases, and click on ComDisDome 
4) If you are using an off-campus computer, you will be asked to enter your myWSU ID and 

Password before accessing the database. On-campus users will directly enter the database. 
 
Using ComDisDome 
 

• ComDisDome is available at WSU through the CSA interface which you may be familiar with from 
using other databases (e.g., PsycInfo, MEDLINE) 

• ComDisDome opens up to the default search screen which is the Quick Search 
• Type your search term(s) into the search box, and then click on the Search button 
• To search an exact phrase, enclose the phrase in quotation marks – “cochlear implant” 
• Use Boolean operators and, or and not between terms for more precise searching 
• Truncate terms using the asterisk * to find all the endings for a particular word stem. For example, 

a search for child* finds all the records that contain child, children, or childhood 
 

Below is an example of the Search Results screen: 
 

 
 
 
 

Search Results—Click on a tab 
to see the results for each type 
of resource 

Click on a 
title for 
more 
detailed 
informa- 
tion 

Click on “Sort by:” drop-
down box to sort results 
by keyword (relevance), 
publication date (newest 
first), or author; then click 
on “Go” 

Number of 
items 
matching 
your search 
term(s) 

Search Term 
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Using the Detailed Articles Result Screen 
 
The Results screen is displayed after each search.  Click on the title of a result for more detailed 
information about that particular item including the abstract if one is available.  
 

 
 
For Finding Books 
 
Click on the Books tab, and then on the title of a book for more detailed information.  To determine if a 
book is available in the WSU Library, go to the Library’s catalog at http://libcat.wichita.edu, and enter a 
search on either the title or the first listed author’s name.  If the book is not available, the Library’s 
Interlibrary Loan service may be able to borrow the book for you from another library.  Go to 
http://library.wichita.edu/ill to submit your request electronically. 
 
For Finding Dissertations 
 
When you find a dissertation that looks to be useful for your research, click on the title of a dissertation.  
To determine if this dissertation is available in the WSU Library, go to the Library’s catalog at 
http://libcat.wichita.edu, and enter an author or title search.  The Library typically only maintains 
copies of dissertations written at WSU, so if the one you need is not listed in the catalog, then go to the 
Interlibrary Loan service at http://library.wichita.edu/ill to submit your request electronically. 
 
Using the Advanced Search 
 
Click on the Advanced Search link under the search box on the opening search screen. 
 

 
 
Enter search terms in the boxes.  Synonymous or equivalent terms that represent one search concept 
should be separated by the OR connector. Search terms representing different concepts should be 
separated with the AND connector. For example: 
 

Switch to the Advanced 
Search Tab 

Abstract 
(Article 
summary) 
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• AND operator between concepts (“hearing impairment” and children) 
• OR operator between similar or equivalent terms (e.g., child or adolescent) 

 
You may choose to search the terms by where they appear in the records—anywhere, keywords, author, 
title, descriptors, abstract, etc.  Use the drop-down box on the right to limit where terms should appear. 
Other limiters are available beneath the search boxes such as the option to limit your search to find only 
items published between certain dates. You can also limit to find Journal Articles only by checking the 
box next to Journal Articles Only. 
 

 
 
Retrieving the Full-Text of Articles 
 
WSU subscribes to both print and electronic journals.  For the journals that we subscribe to, we have 
access to some only electronically, some only in print, and some we have both the print and electronic 
versions.  The process you should follow to see what your options for accessing a particular item is 
described below: 
 
Some article citations will have a link to full-text immediately available to you.  Click on the Full-Text or 
Link to Full-text hyperlinks in order to retrieve these items.   

 
When you do not see the links to full-text, click on the WSU 360 Link hyperlink. Clicking this link creates 
a search for full-text across all WSU databases.   
 

 
 

Select the 
search 
parameters  
 
For example, 
select 
Anywhere to 
search 
Anywhere in the 
record or select 
Abstract to 
search only in  
the Abstract 
field 
 
Search 
Anywhere is the 
default search 
 

Click the Full-Text Link 
to access the Full-Text 

When you do not see a link to Full-Text, 
click the 360 Link to Full-Text to check 
whether full-text may be available through 
other WSU databases 
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If, after clicking on the 360 Link, you receive a message stating “Sorry, online full-text is not available,” 
then you should look further down on the same page for the option to search the WSU Catalog to find 
the item in print (search either by Title of Journal or ISSN; you will get the same results). This searches 
the WSU catalog to see if we subscribe to the journal either electronically or in print. If you still get no 
results, this means WSU does not have access to the item either electronically or in print. At this point, 
return to the 360 Link results screen. Choose to Request this item from another library by clicking on the 
“Submit Request” link.  
 

 
 
Managing Search Results 
 
In all the CSA databases such as ComDisDome the process of managing search results will look similar. 
First, you will need to mark the items you would like to save. Once you have marked your items, click on 
the Marked Items hyperlink in the top-right corner to view your options for saving and exporting your 
citations.

 
 
The Save, Print, Email Screen: 

 
 
More WSU Guides and Handouts 
More Library Instruction and Guides are available at: 
http://library.wichita.edu/reference/libraryinstruction/libraryinstrucandguides.htm 
 
Prepared by:  Janet Dagenais Brown  Education & Social Sciences Librarian   
Revised 06/08 by: Laura Baas Health and Life Sciences Librarian    

Choose a document format for saving your 
citations 
Note: Save the marked citations in a text file 
to Export them into EndNote 

Choose a bibliographic style for the 
formatting of your citations 

Select Save, Print, Email 
to manage your marked 
citations 

Click either of these links to search 
the WSU catalog to see whether the 
item is available in print 

Click here to submit an Interlibrary Loan  
(ILL) request to attain the article from 
another library. ILL is a free service 
provided to you through WSU Libraries to 
support you in your research. 


